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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

United King Film Distribution Ltd, D.B.S. Satellite
Services (1998) Ltd, HOT Communication Systems Ltd,
Charlton Ltd, Reshet Media Ltd, and Keshet Broadcasting

Ltd, Case No. 1:21-cv-11025

Plaintiffs, COMPLAINT
-- against --

Does 1-10, d/b/a Israeli-tv.com,

Defendants.

Plaintiffs United King Film Distribution Ltd, D.B.S. Satellite Services (1998) Ltd, HOT
Communication Systems Ltd, Charlton Ltd, Reshet Media Ltd, and Keshet Broadcasting Ltd
(together “Plaintiffs”) by and through their attorneys, Kaufman & Kahn, LLP, as and for their
Complaint against defendants Does 1-10 doing business as Israeli-tv.com, state the following:

Nature of the Action

1. Plaintiffs commenced this action for direct, vicarious and contributory copyright
infringement because the Doe Defendants’ Website (the “Website”) located at the domain

http://Israeli-tv.com (the “Domain”) is re-broadcasting and streaming Plaintiffs' original content,

broadcasting channels and TV services which are only authorized for viewing in the territory of
the State of Israel (the “Infringing Broadcasting”). The Infringing Broadcasting includes original
content produced and owned by Plaintiffs, mostly in Hebrew, and all or virtually all of the content of
channels which include content from Israel and also from major studios in the United States and

elsewhere, licensed to Plaintiffs for broadcasting exclusively in Israel.



Case 1:21-cv-11025 Document 1 Filed 12/22/21 Page 2 of 12

2. An Israeli court issued orders that determined Defendants were infringing upon
Plaintiffs’ copyrights and enjoined ISPs in Israel from hosting the Website.

3. Nevertheless, Defendants demonstrated that their infringement was willful by
continuing to provide the Infringing Broadcasting in the United States.

The Parties

4. Plaintiff United King Film Distribution (1990) Ltd (“United King”) is a limited
company organized under the laws of Israel with its principal place of business located in Israel.
United King produces and distributes movies and films.

5. Plaintiff D.B.S. Satellite Services (1998) Ltd, also known as YES (“YES”) is a
limited company organized under the laws of Israel with its principal place of business located in
Israel. YES is the only company licensed to provide satellite television service in the State of
Israel.

6. Plaintiff HOT Communication Systems Ltd, also known as HOT (“HOT”) is a
limited company organized under the laws of Israel with its principal place of business located in
Israel. HOT is the only company licensed to provide cable television service in the State of
Israel.

7. Plaintiff Charlton Ltd (“Charlton”) is a limited company organized under the
laws of Israel with its principal place of business located in Israel. Charlton is among the largest
sports television stations in Israel.

8. Plaintiff Reshet Media Ltd (“Reshet”), also known as “Channel 13”, is a limited
company organized under the laws of Israel with its principal place of business located in Israel.
Reshet produces, broadcasts, and licenses for distribution (in Israel, the U.S., and elsewhere) its

original television series content.
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0. Plaintiff Keshet Broadcasting Ltd (“Keshet”) also known as “Channel 12 is a
limited company organized under the laws of Israel with its principal place of business located in
Israel. Keshet produces, broadcasts, and licenses for distribution (in Israel, the U.S., and
elsewhere) its original television series content.

10.  Defendants Does 1-10 are individuals or entities that own and/or control the
Domain and/or operate the Website. Plaintiffs are unaware of the true names of Does 1-10.
Defendants are concealing their identities through the use of domain registration proxy services
and other means. Plaintiffs believe discovery might identify Does 1-10 and enable Plaintiffs to
amend the complaint to list Defendants by name.

Jurisdiction and Venue

11.  Plaintiffs assert claims under the Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 101 et seq. This Court
has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338.

12.  Personal jurisdiction is proper against Defendants because without authorization
they use the Website to distribute and provide access to paying subscribers of the Website
(“Website Users”) who reside in the State of New York.

13.  New York State is home to the largest Hebrew-speaking community in the United
States, and New York City (or Los Angeles) is the largest Israeli-American expatriate communities
in the United States.

14.  Thus, Defendants intentionally direct their business activities towards New Y ork.

15.  Additionally, Plaintiffs’ representative opened an account on the Website and
accessed the infringing content from the State of New York in this district.

16.  In the alternative, personal jurisdiction is proper against Defendants under Rule

4(k)(2) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. Defendants provide to Website Users located in
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the United States access to content (protected by the U.S. Copyright Act of 1976, as amended) and
television channels owned by Plaintiffs. This Court’s exercise of jurisdiction over Defendants is
consistent with the Constitution and laws of the United States, Plaintiffs’ claims arise under federal
law, and upon information and belief, some if not all Defendants reside outside the United States.

17.  Venue is proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(3) because Defendants are
subject to personal jurisdiction in this district. Venue is also proper under § 28 U.S.C. §1391(¢c)(3)
because, upon information and belief, some or all of Defendants are nonresidents that may be sued
in any judicial district. Venue is also proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(a) because the
case involves violations of the Copyright Act.

Plaintiffs’ Copyrights

18.  Plaintiffs are the among the largest movie, television, sports and news content
producers and providers in Israel, providing copyrighted programming to hundreds of thousands
of subscribers throughout Israel, by cable or satellite broadcasting and online through their own
platforms.

19.  Plaintiffs stream on the internet and broadcast for television in Israel their original
content, and content they license from the largest film and television producers in the United States
(including Disney, Viacom, HBO and ABC, to name only a few) for translation into, or sub-titling
in, Hebrew and other languages that are popular in Israel.

20.  Plaintiffs provide authorized content only on the following channels (collectively,
the “Protected Channels”):

a. United King licenses its content for delivery exclusively in the State of Israel on

YES and HOT’s platforms, and on the website for United States viewers located at www.screen.il.
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b. HOT distributes content on its own channel in Israel, and also licenses some of
its series for streaming in the United States, including the shows Nehama, Autonomies and The
Word Maker (on Topic.com), The Attaché (on Acorn.TV), Judah (on Hulu) and Losing Alice (on
Apple TV).

c. YES distributes content on its own satellite platform in Israel and also licenses
some of its series (such as Shtisel and Fauda) to streaming services such as Netflix in the United
States;

d. Charlton’s content includes live broadcasting of major sport leagues from
around the world and Israel, and for broadcasting exclusively in the State of Israel. Charlton
distributes content on YES and HOT’s sport channel platforms in Israel.

e. Reshet broadcasts its content on its own Channel 13 television station. Reshet
also licenses its content for delivery exclusively in the State of Israel on YES and HOT’s platforms,
and on the website for United States viewers located at www.screen.il.

f. Keshet distributes content for broadcasting exclusively in the State of Israel on
its own Channel 12. Keshet also licenses its content for delivery exclusively in the State of Israel
on YES and HOT’s platforms, and on the website for United States viewers located at
www.screen.il. Keshet also provides content through its United States affiliate, Keshet
International LLC, which produces and distributes its original content (such as Hatufim, distributed

in the US as Homeland) through www.keshetinternational.com.

21.  Plaintiffs license or acquire copyrights in the works that air on their respective
channels, including by producing the works and by assignment.
22.  Each Plaintiff has copyright ownership for and in works, including by way of

example only, the works set forth in the schedule annexed and made Exhibit A hereto, some of
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which are not registered in the United States but are still protected by United States copyright
pursuant to applicable treaty rights.

23.  Plaintiffs Keshet, United King and Yes,also have U.S copyright registrations for
and in some of their works, as set forth in a schedule annexed and made Exhibit B hereto.

24.  Charlton also has copyrights in its content by broadcasting and streaming live sports
events and news coverage.

Defendants’ Wrongful Conduct

25.  Defendants infringe upon Plaintiffs’ copyrights by re-broadcasting content from
Plaintiffs’ Protected Channels.

26. Screenshots from the Website demonstrate that the operator and/or owner of the
infringing Website is streaming all or virtually all of the content from each of Plaintiffs’ respective
channels.

27.  Defendants even copy and include in Defendants’ streaming Plaintiffs’ logos and
production credits displayed on Plaintiffs’ movies, series, sports events and news.

28.  Plaintiffs have the exclusive right to broadcast, distribute, publicly perform, make
available to the public and license to others the Protected Channels and works that air on the
Protected Channels in Israel and elsewhere, including the United States.

20.  Plaintiffs have never and do not currently authorize Defendants to transmit,
distribute, or publicly perform the Protected Channels or works that air on the Infringing
Broadcasting in the United States, and Plaintiffs have received no compensation from Defendants
to do so.

29.  Defendants own, control and operate the Website.
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30.  The Website allows Website Users to watch unauthorized streams of the Protected
Channels, including some or all of the works identified above at Exhibits A and/or B.

31.  Defendants control the organization and presentation of the Protected Channels.
Defendants organize the Protected Channels by name using the same still photos and promotional
art, and even the very trade names, trademarks, and/or service marks owned and used by Plaintiffs.

32.  Defendants provide Website Users with access to streams of the Protected Channels
on the Website.

33.  When Website Users click on links to the names or logos for the Protected Channels
displayed on the Website, they instantaneously receive unauthorized streams of the Protected
Channels.

21.  Defendants monetize the Website through subscriptions to their users.

22.  The funds collected by the Defendants are deposited into accounts that are hidden
in secret accounts intended to prevent tracing.

23.  To the best of Plaintiffs’ knowledge, no taxes are paid on the unlawful services,
either in the United States or in Israel.

24.  Defendants have actual knowledge that the transmission in the United States of the
Protected Channels and works that air on the Protected Channels infringe or have infringed
Plaintiffs’ copyrights.

34.  Plaintiffs sued Defendants in the State of Israel. The Israeli court issued orders
declaring that Defendants’ conduct constitutes copyright infringement.

35.  The Israeli court orders also enjoined the ISPs in that country from allowing access

to the infringing Website through their internet services.
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36.  Despite the Israeli court orders, Defendants continue in the United States to infringe
on Plaintiffs’ copyrights.

37.  Plaintiffs have also filed criminal complaints against the Defendants in Israel and
the United Kingdom and delivered information to the United States Department of Justice for
investigation.

38.  Additionally, Plaintiffs sent notices to the Website’s service providers located in
the United States requesting the removal of the Infringing Broadcasting (and also requesting
information to identify and locate Defendants). Upon information and belief, at least some of these
notices were forwarded to Defendants.

CLAIM FOR RELIEF"

(Copyright Infringement Under 17 U.S.C. § 501)

25.  Plaintiffs repeats and realleges each and every allegations set forth in Paragraphs 1
through 24 hereof.

26.  Plaintiffs are copyright owners because Plaintiffs created, produced and hold in
Israel (a party to the Berne Convention) the exclusive rights to distribute, broadcast, made
available to the public and publicly perform, by all means including the Internet, the programs that
make up the Protected Channels. Additionally, the copyrights in some of Plaintiffs‘ works are
registered in the United States.

27.  The broadcasting and the programs that make up the Protected Channels are
original audiovisual works fixed in a tangible medium of expression, and are therefore
copyrightable subject matter. Plaintiffs’s copyrights in programs that aired on the Protected
Channels arise or arose under laws of Israel, a party to copyright treaties with the United States

(including the Berne Convention), where the programs were authored and first published. Under
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17 U.S.C. §§ 101 and 411(a), the programs that make up the Protected Channels are non-United
States works and, therefore, registration with the United States Copyright Office is not a
prerequisite to filing a copyright infringement action with respect to these works.

28.  Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights to distribute and publicly perform the Protected
Channels and programs that make up the Protected Channels, including the works identified in
Exhibits A and B hereto, are or were directly infringed by the unauthorized transmission of these
programs to viewers in the United States.

29.  Defendants cause this infringement of Plaintiffs’ copyrights, broadcasting rights
and exclusive distribution and public performance rights by, among other things, providing
Website Users access to the Protected Channels and the programs that make up the Protected
Channels.

30.  Defendants also contribute or contributed to and induce or induced the infringement
of Plaintiffs’ exclusive distribution and public performance rights by, among other things, inviting
Website Users to view the infringed content in the United States.

31.  Defendants are liable to Plaintiffs for vicarious and contributory copyright
infringement by providing to Website Users access to the unauthorized programs using
Defendants’ Website.

32.  Defendants select the channels that are made accessible to Website Users through
the Website. Defendants without authorization of any copyright owners acquire, upload, embed,
maintain, and control the links on the Website that are and were used to connect Website Users to
the Protected Channels delivered to them as Infringing Broadcasting.

33.  Defendants intend that the Website be used to provide access to the Protected

Channels and the programs that make up the Protected Channels, and they promote, encourage,
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and facilitate using the Website in this manner.

34.  Defendants have actual knowledge that the transmission of the Protected Channels
and the programs that make up the Protected Channels to Website Users infringe Plaintiffs’,
copyrights, broadcasting rights, exclusive distribution and public performance rights.

35.  Defendants conduct their unlawful business solely by email and over the Internet,
making concerted efforts to conceal their true names and physical locations. Defendants have
attempted to conceal their identity and to frustrate attempts to stop their unlawful activity,
including by not posting any real names, physical addresses, or telephone numbers on the Website,
and cloaking as “private” their contact information with domain name registrars.

36.  Defendants utilize the services of a number of companies in the United States in
connection with their infringing activities. In particular, Defendants employ (a) domain name
registration for the Website and other domain names that link to the Website through Jewella,
Name.com and/or GoDaddy.com, LLC, and (b) payment processing through credit card processors
via undisclosed locations outside of the United States; and (¢) downloadable software applications.

37.  Defendants can and could take simple measures to prevent further infringement of
Plaintiffs’ exclusive rights to distribute and publicly perform the programs that make up the
Protected Channels, such as removing or disabling connections to the Protected Channels from the
Website or blocking Website Users in the United States from accessing the Website through the
ISPs.

38. Defendants’ actions are and were willful, malicious, intentional, purposeful, and in
disregard of and with indifference to the rights of Plaintiffs.

39.  Unless enjoined by the Court, Defendants will continue to engage in acts causing

substantial and irreparable injury to Plaintiffs, and other copyright owners, that includes damage

10
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to its reputation, loss of goodwill, and lost sales, for which there is no adequate remedy at law.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs prays for judgment against Defendants as follows:

A. For a grant of preliminary and permanent injunctive relief under 17 U.S.C. § 502
restraining and enjoining Defendants, and any of their agents, servants, employees, attorneys, or
other persons acting in active concert or participation with any of the foregoing that receives actual
notice of the order, including service providers, from any of the following:

1. Transmitting, streaming, distributing, broadcasting, publicly performing,
linking to, hosting, promoting, advertising, or displaying in the United States, through the Website,
or any other domain, server, website, device, application, service, or process, (a) any of the content
produced, owned and/or distributed by Plaintiffs on their respective channels or websites or (b)
any of the content that comprises any Plaintiff’s channel or website or which any Plaintiff licenses
to others for distribution;

2. Inducing or contributing to any other person’s or entity’s conduct that falls
within Paragraph 1 above; and

3. Selling, leasing, licensing, assigning, conveying, distributing, loaning,
encumbering, pledging, or otherwise transferring, whether or not for consideration or
compensation, any part of their infringing operations;

B. For one or more registered works, statutory damages as awarded by the Court up to
$150,000 per registered work infringed under 17 U.S.C. § 504(c), or Defendants’ profits

attributable to the infringement of those registered works under 17 U.S.C. § 504(b);

11
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C. For unregistered works, an award of Defendants’ profits attributable to the
infringement of each unregistered work under 17 U.S.C. § 504(b);

D. For Plaintiffs’ attorneys’ fees and costs under 17 U.S.C. § 505;

E. For impoundment and disposition of all infringing articles under 17 U.S.C. § 503;

F. For an order permanently transferring to Plaintiffs each domain that Defendants
used or will use in connection with the infringement;

G. For pre- and post-judgment interest on all monetary relief, from the earliest date
permitted by law at the maximum rate permitted by law; and

H. For such additional relief as the Court deems just and appropriate.

Dated: New York, New York
December 22, 2021

KAUFMAN & KAHN, LLP

By: /s/ Mark S. Kaufiman

Mark S. Kaufman

10 Grand Central

155 East 44 Street, 19th Floor

New York, New York 10017

Tel.: (212) 293-5556

Email: Kaufman@kaufmankahn.com
Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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